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FEBRUARY MISSION

On the 3rd Sunday of each month our NOISY COLLECTION helps support
a local, national, or international mission / non-profit organization.
Bring your noisy coins to help support The UMC Children’s Services of Wisconsin
and shout Hallelujah as you drop them in the bucket on Sunday, February 20
(of course, quiet contributions gladly accepted too).

I have been noticing a dramatic increase in
T.V. coverage and articles on Mental
Health in recent days. This should come
as no surprise since we are approaching
the second-year anniversary of this
pandemic that has swept across our globe.
When I heard the latest recommendations to suspend in person worship because of
the omicron variant, I felt like the Psalmist who cried out to the Lord, “How long, O
Lord? How long?”.
This pandemic has taken a physical, mental, and spiritual toll on us, especially those
in the medical field who are exhausted from fighting an uphill battle to help
hospitalized patients, many of whom are unvaccinated. It has also been a mental
strain on students who have not adjusted well to online learning and their parents.
Congregations have also been negatively impacted by this pandemic. I just read an
article from Alban Institute entitled “Is Your Congregation Burned Out”. The authors
identify three specific areas of concern: exhaustion (depletion of physical, mental or
spiritual resources); cynical detachment (growing isolation from others); a reduced
sense of efficacy (a depletion of value for oneself). Those who are exhausted
(depleted spiritually) can engage in acts of self-care such as meditation to help
replenish themselves. Those who are isolated from others can benefit from acts of
kindness towards others. Those who find it difficult to find value in oneself can
engage in some acts that help to restore a positive outlook.
There are times when the above prescriptions are not enough. I am encouraged by
the fact that talking about mental health issues doesn’t carry the stigma that it once
did. Sometimes we face times when it would be beneficial for us to consult a mental
health professional. I’ve known colleagues who have dealt with clinical depression
for years. They are well aware that they can’t overcome their depression by prayer
alone any more than they can cure their diabetes by prayer alone. We all experience
some dark times and disappointments. Here are two questions to consider: “Is what
you are experiencing emotionally interfering with your daily functioning? Has this
been occurring over an extended period of two or more weeks? If the answer is yes
to both of these questions, then it might be a good idea to consult a mental health
professional. For more information on mental health concerns you can check out
the NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) website at namiwisconsin.org. NAMI
has a wide spectrum of articles and information to help you to determine whether
you or a loved one needs further help.
Christ came that we might be made whole physically, spiritually and emotionally. I
pray we can continue to watch over one another and encourage one another in the
spirit of his love during these very difficult times.
Blessings,

Pastor Dave

A Special thanks to all of our church
family who so willingly support our
church craft booth at the Shoppes of
Port Washington. Your prayers, craft
donations, and volunteer work are greatly
appreciated. 100% of the sales from our
craft booth are donated to our church.
2021 was a stellar year with total sales of
$7,780. But the church craft booth is so
much more than just a monetary benefit
to Grand Ave Church. Through our
presence at the Shoppes of Port
Washington, we’re able to be a witness to
our faith and share about our church.
Also, please continue to put your
aluminum cans in the black trash cans
outside the church kitchen for recycling.
Thank you! Every little bit helps. 
If you have any questions regarding
recycling or The Shoppes of Port
Washington, please call me at
262-284-5316. Thanks ya’ll,
Margaret Lueptow.

Gordon & I want to sincerely THANK YOU
for all your kind wishes, words, cards,
calls, and especially prayers during his
medical issues over the past few months.
He is on the mend and doing pretty well.
The left side of his heart has gone from
28% to 40+% and he is feeling much
better. He is currently doing cardiac rehab
3x a week. Of course, we have the
monthly changes in medication and that
probably will be an ongoing thing.
I especially want to thank you for checking
on me during this stressful time. God is
Good!!! God bless you all !
Hugs,
Ardelle and Gordon Dionne
TO: Grand Ave United Methodist Church
Thank you for your donations of $1686.25
and 154 items of donated in 2021. We
truly are grateful for your generous
support.
God bless you,
Pat Kozak, Kathy Wendt
Food Pantry Volunteers.

Thank you to everyone who contributed personal hygiene items and money to Family
Promise last month. From our small congregation, we were able to fill 14 bags with various
personal hygiene items, snacks and warm socks. We also were able to purchase over $500
worth of gift cards for gas and groceries through generous donations from the Rummage Sale
Proceeds and personal contributions. We presented these items to Family Promise
representatives Paul Bissett, and Joana Hemschemeyer on Jan 11 at the Social Principles
meeting. Paul and Joana gave a very enlightening presentation on ending homelessness in
Ozaukee County by rebuilding lives with compassion. They also talked about the new
Portlight Homeless Shelter in Port Washington opening in Fall, 2022. One of the ways they
do this is by congregations in Ozaukee County getting involved. Our congregation now has
an opportunity to help this cause by serving warm meals to the guests. If you feel this would
be your way to give back, please contact me. We are currently working with Family Promise
to set up a time to give us more guidance on meal preparation and pick a time to serve. More
details to follow this month. Peace & Blessing, Social Principles Group/Sandy Grams

Ozaukee Family Services is moving on February 1
to 4922 Columbia Road, Cedarburg.
OFS has outgrown their space in Grafton and the demand for programs is outpacing their
capacity to serve all who need them. They are excited to move into their new location in
Cedarburg and will host an Open House in the Spring.

Join the Social Principles Group each month on the
2nd Tuesday at 1:00 pm in the gathering area.
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Thank you for serving in our ministry
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Bishop Jung Names Two New District Superintendents
Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in this season of gaining light. Thank you for your faithfulness in our mission of
making disciples for the transformation of the world.
The scriptures we read in Epiphany speak of callings, a natural movement from one town to the next
for God’s good in the world. In each call story, God’s newness is discovered in Christian community. I
write today to share the news of calling and transition for the Wisconsin Conference cabinet.
With a grateful heart, I write to let you know Rev. Forrest Wells will seek a retired relationship with the
annual conference and Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Insor will become Superintendent of the South East District,
and Rev. Dr. Kate Jones will be appointed as lead pastor of Wauwatosa Avenue UMC and Rev. Park
Hunter will become the North East District Superintendent, effective July 1, 2022.
About her transition, Rev. Dr. Jones has remarked, “..the collegiality of the clergy, the
faithfulness of the laity highlighted these last seven years as a District Superintendent. It
was an honor to serve on the cabinet in this challenging season. Yet, I have missed the
local church. I am delighted to be appointed to Wauwatosa Avenue UMC. I look forward
to working with the leadership of Wauwatosa Avenue UMC and the Wauwatosa
community to bring the Gospel to the next generation. Southeastern Wisconsin is home.
I say good-bye to my cabinet roles, and hello to my new role with gratitude and joy.”

Rev. Wells has served forty-five years in the Wisconsin Conference in thirteen
congregations and been a superintendent assigned to four districts. He has been a
mentor to many clergy and a passionate advocate for our Missional Partnership with
the Dong Bu Annual Conference in Korea.
A District Superintendent extends the office of Bishop (para. 401, 2016 Book of Discipline) and both
Kate and Forrest are pastors who have carried my heart to you. They have served, as we all have, in
challenging times. I am profoundly thankful for their service.
Rev. Dr. Insor and Rev. Hunter are also gifted colleagues hearing new callings.
Rev. Dr. Insor currently serves the Burlington and English Settlement UMCs, and has
offered leadership to the Bishop’s Task Force, the Anti-Racism Task Force, the Ethnic
Local Church Concerns Committee, the Commission on Religion and Race, the Board
of Church and Society, and the Connectional Table. He is also the current president
of the Africans in Milwaukee Association — an organization for advocacy.
Rev. Hunter is currently appointed to the Onalaska UMC and brings experience as a
business owner, has provided clergy service in three states, and has made
contributions to the North Central District Committee on Ministry. He has strong gifts
as a clergy mentor, a deep commitment to interfaith work, and service with the Annual
Conference Program and Arrangements Committee.
Please be in prayer for these persons and their families. Do all in your power to confirm their value in
our connection and affirm God’s presence available to them in transition. Thank you for your presence
in our connection as we continue to follow the light of the world toward days of love and justice.
In the hope that is ours in Christ,
Hee-Soo Jung, PhD Bishop, Wisconsin Conference

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2. Watch for
more information about the season of Lent and Easter.
--------------------------------

Remember to
Scrip orders are due by the 1st Sunday each month. Please remember to include your
payment. Of course, you can always order on-line or through the RaiseRight app.
Your order of Scrip Cards will be ready for pick-up at church on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Questions? Contact Vicky in the church office. 262-284-9478 or office-gaumc@wi.twcbc.com

For a complete list of over 700 retailers, go to www.shopwithscrip.com
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